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The story of a hospital whose challenge is to reconcile its mission A

to serve the people in a time of limited finance. FILM AUSTRALIA
A story of a struggle to deliver more with less. N




Hospital an Unhealthy Business,
mvestigates a public hospital’s struggle
for economic survival, It weaves the
story of administrators at St. Vincent's
Hospital in Melbourne and their atlempts
to bring in a balanced budget, together

with the stonies of three patients whose

care might be jeopardised by the

pressure 1o cut spending and increase

patient throughpet

The need to increase throughput and

the subsequent pressures on the staff come to a head in winter, with four weeks 10 go until the end of the fimancial year
The four hundred bed hospital attempts 10 do the impossible - to treat around nine hundred patients every week

However, the treatment and care of patients is a complex issue and often unpredictable, For instance, S0-vear-old
Mrs Biggs has been admitted suffering from a stroke and it is uncertain how long it will take for ber condition to stabilise;
Robyn Watson has an aggressive cancer and the price of her treatment is mounting, costing a great deal more than the
haospital receives back from the govermment; and Mick Nash, a patient admitted with chest pain of increasing sevenity,

waits in pre-op while a debate ensues in management to consider rationing the very procedure Mick is about to receive

As management continued 1o try and cut spending., the treatment of patients like Mrs. Biggs, Robyn and Mick, was increasingly
viewed by the accounting department
as not viable . but nursing staff, health
workers and doctors do not agree

Staff at St. Vincent's pash themselves

o the limit 0 minimise the effects

of budget problems on thesr patieonts.
Debates mage, tension mounts and the
budget problem starts to take s toll
Will their efforts be in vain?

The crisis facing St Vincent's, like public

hospitals all over Australia, is that they

are being forced to prioritise those

services that are the most cost-effective.

With this kind of financial philosophy at
work, will health care msell become the

main casualty?

A Film Australia Production in association

Made with the
with December Films. awdstance of
- ' ! -
- FilmVictonia
DIRECTOR/WRITER: CATHERINE MARCIN AR A‘A“Hd”hnmm © Vg Aussnalia 1997 =2
PRODUCER: TONY WRIGHT p R'fwﬁtr mﬁlm about ﬂn Australia’s progrums pleae contact
Sales Office, mlumm.. Limited ‘
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER: CHRIS OLIVER PO Box 46, LBl NSW Awiralia 2070
DURATION: 55 MINS : Phene: 461 ""}"77’ Fav: 461 2 9416-0401
phm - . ; FiLw AUSTRALIA
YEAR OF PRODUCTION: 1996 . Visit u...w.w'.“rmm- [ nosonu i rccaw ]
o122
1

NN i . B




	Front.pdf
	Back.pdf

